
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES FIRST LADY TO VISIT PITTSFIELD'S COLONIAL THEATER AS AN HISTORIC "AMERICAN TREASURE"&amp;nbsp;
July 08, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- Today, U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First                District) joined by Pittsfield Mayor Gerald Doyle confirmed that                First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will visit Pittsfield's Colonial                Theater on Tuesday, July 14, l998. The First Lady will be touring                the Theater on behalf of the White House's Millennium Council and                the National Trust for Historic Preservation's initiative "Save                America's Treasures Program."              

Rep. Olver said, "The timing of the First Lady's visit is perfect.                Everyone in the community has been working so hard for the restoration                of the Theater, and this is a tremendous reward for their efforts."              

"Additionally, I must commend Mayor Doyle for his dedication and                interest in the restoration of Colonial Theater.&nbsp; Due to his                leadership and the strong community efforts, this project has captured                the attention of the White House."              

Olver noted that plans to restore the Colonial Theater to a first                class performing arts and cultural center represents a centerpiece                for revitalizing downtown Pittsfield.&nbsp; "I am honored to play                a role, and I will continue to fight for federal funds needed to                restore the Theater. The Colonial Theater is one of Pittsfield's                great treasures and this will ensure that it will not be forgotten,"                Olver said.              

Olver has been working closely with the National Trust for Historic                Preservation to secure federal resources for the Colonial Theater                restoration project. The National Trust for Historic Preservation                plays an important role in our nation as the leading advocate and                educator on behalf of historic preservation, and as an ardent proponent                of federal, state, and local preservation practices. Richard Mole,                chairman of the National Trust for Historic Preservation is also                a co-chair of the White House Millennium Council with Mrs. Clinton.                The Millennium Council is a two-year initiative announced by President                Clinton last year that is working to restore American landmarks                by the year 2000.              

The Millennium Council chose the Colonial Theater as part of its                national initiative because of its' historical significance and                the collaborative efforts that have already gone into the project.              

The First Lady will begin the "Save America's Treasures Program"                tour on Monday in Washington, ultimately traveling to sites throughout                Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New York. The First Lady                is also scheduled for a reception at 6:00 p.m. at The Mount in Lenox.             

                 ###                             

 1 / 1


